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Compared to some here, I knew Ian for only a relatively short while, around 

10 years. My boss, Julian Perry Robinson, knew Ian for much longer, since 

the mid-1970s in fact, when Ian embarked on his first foray into the CW world. 

Officially, Ian was a member of the HSP Advisory Board, but he was also so 

much more than that to my colleagues and I, and our students, especially with 

regard to his lasting impact on the development of the younger generation of 

researchers and policymakers. I witnessed this in the meetings we organized 

at HSP, where he thoroughly enjoyed sharing his experiences with us and we 

also enjoyed listening. From our perspective, he gave freely of his time and 

was a brilliant story-teller, but he was also so warm and approachable and 

this made him all the more special. 

 

I was lucky enough to work closely with Ian over the past few years on a book 

which we edited together on the history of the OPCW PrepCom. During that 

time, Ian gave me a fascinating insight into how he created a pathbreaking 

international organization from scratch. During the project, we organized a 

number of meetings and interviewed a lot of the protagonists from the CWC 

negotiations and the PrepCom. The thing that will always stick in my mind 

from that time was the respect that Ian still commanded from all the people we 

met, from both Geneva and The Hague. You could sense Ian’s pride in seeing 

all those PrepCom discussions turned into reality, but what struck me most 

was when past colleagues approached Ian, they greeted him with utmost 

deference but more than that they clearly enjoyed seeing him again. It takes a 

special kind of person to continue to command such respect and fondness 

after so many years. 

 

Another thing a lot of us here will remember Ian for was his can-do approach 

to everything he was involved in. Most notably for me I saw this in our 

“mission impossible” to get our PrepCom book completed on time, something 

which myself, Julian and the other contributors would never have achieved 

without Ian’s drive and determination. I also stumbled across another example 



when re-reading Ian’s own account of his first posting in Geneva in 1976. one 

quote in particular made me smile and seems to sum up Ian’s approach to the 

job in hand. He said: “I decided to try my hand at treaty drafting on the basis 

of my three months experience in the business. … Being young and 

enthusiastic I decided that my elders and betters had got it all wrong.” He then 

goes on to modestly describe how he drafted an early version of the Chemical 

Weapons Convention, which contained many elements of the Convention as it 

is today, and which some 184 countries have now ratified. 

 

Last week, I was telling my five-year old son about Ian’s passing and his first 

question was “Are they going to make a bench for him?” I should explain that 

we live in a town where our seafront has hundreds of benches in memory of 

peoples’ loved ones. But it was quite a question and it made me think that if 

anyone deserves a lasting memorial, it is Ian. Of course, the OPCW is a 

living, breathing monument to Ian, but my son’s question made me hope that 

at some time we can establish a suitable memorial to commemorate Ian’s 

contribution. 

 

Ian really was one of the great and good of the international arms control 

community and he will be sorely missed by all within it. 


